The  Urban  District  Council  of  Atherton. 


Public  Health  Department. 


ATHERTON,  January,  1910. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Atherton  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District  during  the  year,  1909. 

The  area  in  statute  acres  is  2,209. 

The  population — estimated  at  the  middle  of  the  year — is  18,900,  whilst  at  the 
Census  1901  it  was  10,211. 

The  Town  is  situated  on  a damp,  clay  soil,  with  large  coal  deposits. 

The  altitude  varies  from  102  feet  at  the  Workhouse  to  251  feet  near  the  Hulton 

Boundary. 

The  number  of  deaths  totals  389,  of  which  119  occurred  at  the  Workhouse,  and 
of  these  15  belonged  to  Atherton  ; two  deaths  occurred  at  the  Sanatorium.  The 
nett  deaths  actually  belonging  to  the  District  were  237,  giving  a death  rate  of  1253 
per  1000  inhabitants,  as  compared  to  13T  last  year,  14  3 in  1907,  and  a mean  of 
16-9  for  the  10  years  1898—1907  ; this,  I believe,  is  a record  for  the  District.  Particulars 
of  these  deaths,  giving  the  diseases  and  the  approximate  age  at  death,  will  be  found 
in  Table  IV. 

The  Births  number  562  (276  male  and  286  female),  giving  a rate  of  29 '7  3 per 
1000  inhabitants,  as  compared  to  28'6  last  year,  28'0  in  1907,  and  a mean  of  33  2 
for  the  10  years  1898 — 1907. 

The  Infantile  Mortality— 55  deaths— a rate  of  97 '86  per  1000  children  born,  shows 

a reduction  on  past  years,  viz.: — 131  last  year,  134  in  1907,  and  a mean  of  172  for 

the  10  years  1898—1907.  Particulars  of  these  deaths,  giving  the  diseases  and  the 
approximate  age  at  death,  will  be  found  in  1 able  V. 
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There  is  little  doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  the  low  rate  bf  mortality — both  infants 
and  adults — is  largely  due  to  the  wet  weather  that  has  obtained  during  the  year ; 
the  comparative  absence  of  flies  for  a great  portion  of  the  Summer  and  the  laying 
of  the  dust  have  been  important  consequences  of  the  rainfall.  I have  laid  particular 
stress  for  many  years  on  the  importance  of  dealing  with  the  dust,  and  this  in  my 
opinion,  is  the  most  important  thing  in  connection  with  Sanitary  affairs ; for  this 
reason,  I make  the  suggestion  that  as  little  macadam  as  possible  be  put  down  in  or 
near  the  town,  and  that  in  the  scavenging  of  the  streets  all  possible  care  be  taken 
that  the  dust  may  not  be  raised. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  numbered  127,  of  which  Diphtheria  Membranous 
Croup  numbered  7,  Erysipelas  29,  Scarlet  Fever  71),  Typhoid  Fever  10,  and  Puerperal 
Fever  2. 

The  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Xymutie  Diseases  were:  Small  Pox 

none,  Measles  6,  Scarlet  Fever  2.  Whooping  Cough  5,  Typhoid  Fever  2,  Diphtheria 
none,  and  Diarrhoea  4,  giving  a total  of  19  and  a rate  of  105  per  1000  inhabitants, 
as  compared  to  3*07  last  year,  2-7  in  1907.  2'6  in  1906,  &c.,  ike.  Whooping  Cough 
and  Measles  are  again  the  most  fatal  of  these  diseases,  though  (lie  number  of  deaths 
is  smaller  than  usual;  neither  of  these  diseases  is  notifiable,  and  in  the  case  of  Measles 
notification  might  not  do  much  good,  as  the  disease  is  spread  before  symptom  arise, 
but  in  the  case  of  Whooping  Cough,  I am  of  tin*  opinion  that  notification  would  be 
very  useful.  I have,  before,  advocated  the  notification  of  this  disease. 

Three  diseases:  Scarlet  Fever.  Typhoid  Fever,  and  Diphtheria  may  lie  treated  at  the 
Sanatorium  when  necessary,  or  desired  by  the  Parents  or  Medical  Attendant. 

The  method  of  procedure  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  is  as  follows:  On  notification, 
the  house  is  visited  as  soon  as  possible,  the  origin  of  the  disease  ascertained,  and  isolation 
made  as  complete  as  can  be  under  the  existing  circumstances.  Disinfectants  are  provided, 
and  general  advice  given.  If  child  attacked  be  attending  school,  notice  is  sent  to  the  school, 
and  an  occasional  call  is  made  at  t he  house  during  the  progress  of  the  disease  to  see  that 
directions  are  being  carried  out.  The  premises  are  examined  and  any  insanitary  conditions 
reported  and  remedied.  When  convalescent,  the.  Authority  is  so  informed  by  post  card  from 
the  Medical  Attendant.  The  house  is  fumigated  with  Sulphur  or  Formalin,  the  walls,  where 
necessary,  stripped  and  limewashed  or  re-papered.  Advice  is  given  as  to  the  boiling  of  all 
such  clothing  as  can  be  boiled,  the  remainder  of  the  infected  things  are  taken  to  the 
disinfector.  The  same  process  is  observed  when  the  patient  is  taken  to  the  Sanatorium. 
In  case  of  Typhoid,  the  ashpit  (if  any)  is  emptied,  the  contents  taken  to  the  destructor. 
Pails  are  supplied  for  the  excretions  of  the  patient.  In  adults,  the  works  where  he  is 

employed  are  also  visited,  the  Sanitary  arrangements  examined,  and  in  some  diseases  the 
contacts  are  watched. 

During  Epidemics  amongst  children,  the  schools  are  frequently  fumigated  and  dis- 
infected. 
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Puerpual  Fever  of  which  2 cases  have  occurred  is  not  common  in  the  district,  and 
considerable  improvement  has  been  observed  in  the  treatment  of  lying-in  women  by  the 
Midwives  since  the  adoption  of  the  Mid  wives  Act.  The  Mid  wives  are  more  cleanly  in 
their  habits  and  clothing,  and  take  greater  precaution  against  infection.  I regret  to 
say,  however,  that  from  personal  observation,  they,  (the  midwives),  are  prone  to  give 
unfortunate  advice  as  to  the  artificial  feeding  of  infants. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  accounted  for  16  deaths,  giving  a rate  of  0’81  per  1000, 
as  compared  to  105  last  year,  108  in  1907,  and  a mean  of  T02  for  the  ten  years 
1898 — 1907.  Your  Council  adopted  the  Voluntary  Notification  of  this  disease  a few 

years  ago,  but  I regret  to  say  that  no  advantage  has  been  taken  of  it;  I have  before 
urged  the  Compulsory  Notification  of  this  disease.  The  first  official  intimation  which 
the  Sanitary  Authority  receive  of  this  disease,  is  the  notification  of  the  death  of  the 

patient;  the  Sanitary  Inspector  then  calls  at  the  house  and  offers  advice — advice  which 

is  often  rejected — sometimes  with  indignation.  No  hospital  accomodation  is  provided 
for  this  disease,  nor  would  I suggest  the  provision  of  such  solely  on  account  of  treatment 
but  as  a means  of  tuition  (to  teach  the  patient  how  to  avoid  spreading  the  disease) 
some  Institution  would,  in  my  opinion,  he  invaluable. 

Of  Industrial  Diseases,  pure  and  simple,  the  Town  is  free,  though  a preponderance 
of  Typhoid  Fever  cases  occurs  amongst  miners,  whilst  the  mill  workers  are  undoubtedly 
more  prone  to  respiratory  diseases.  The  chief  occupations  of  the  district  are  Coal 
Mining,  Cotton  Spinning,  and  Nut  & Bolt  Manufacturing.  The  Sanitation  of  the 
Factories  is,  for  the  most  part,  good ; whilst  at  the  Pits  (which  all  belong  to  one  firm) 

considerable  improvements  have  lately  been,  and  are  still  being,  made.  At  these  pits 

the  sanitation  is  very  good  ; the  Bolt  Works  are  all  airy  and,  generally,  dry  buildings, 
and  this  work  seems  to  he  a healthy  occupation. 

The  Schools  of  the  District  are  visited  as  occasion  requires,  and  1 find  them  in 
satisfactory  condition.  In  case  of  epidemic  disease  appearing  in  a School,  I personally 

visit  the  School  and  inspect  the  scholars.  In  the  recent  slight  epidemic  of  Scarlet 
Fever  at  Howe  Bridge  I found  5 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  attending  School  whilst  hi 
the  stage  of  desquamation  ; the  parents  of  these  children  were  asked  to  attend  a 
Meeting  of  the  Council,  and  duly  admonished. 

The  routine  action  taken  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  connection  with  Schools 
is:  Isolation  of  scholars  attacked.  In  certain  diseases,  compulsory  absence  from  School 

of  children  belonging  to  the  same  family  ; Notice  is  sent  to  the  Schoolmaster  of  the 
existence  of  Infectious  Disease  at  that  house.  In  case  the  Schoolmaster  makes  the 
discovery  first,  he  notifies  the  Sanitary  Authority  on  printed  forms  supplied  for  that 
purpose;  notice  is  also  sent  to  the  Schoolmaster  when  the  cliild  is  fit  to  return  to 
School.  I have  also  caused  a card  to  be  printed  and  distributed  to  each  School,  giving 
the  early  symptons  of  the  common  infectious  diseases,  their  incubation  period,  and  the  date 
when  it  is  safe  for  a child  to  return  to  School  after  an  attack.  Schools  are  fumigated 
with  Sulphur  and  Formalin ; maps,  pictures;  &c.,  disinfected  as  occasion  requires ; and 
thorough  cleanliness  advised  always,  with  warnings  against  the  raising  of  dust.  I take 
this  opportunity  to  again  thank  the  Teachers  and  School  Authorities  generally  for  their 
willing  and  intelligent  assistance. 
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The  Housing  Accommodation  of  the  district  is  insufficient  in  quantity  and  kind, 
and  this  leads  to  a certain  amount  of  overcrowding ; to  meet  the  difficulty,  you, 

gentlemen,  had  in  view  the  advisability  of  building  on  behalf  of  the  ratepayers,  and 
your  decision  influenced  private  enterprise  to  such  an  extent  that  the  building  trade 
took  new  lease  of  life ; but  there  is  still  a deficiency — both  ordinary  cottages  and 

better-class  cottages  are  urgently  required.  I would  suggest  that  a firm  stand  be 
made  against  the  building  of  long  rows  of  houses  such  as  occur  in  Mealhouse  Lane, 
and  that  care  be  taken  to  prevent  crowded  areas  by  the  provision  of  cross  Streets 

and  open  spaces.  It  should  be  made  a necessity  also  that  sunlight,  whenever  present, 

should  be  able  to  penetrate  into  each  dwelling  house.  Architects  should  be  asked 
to  pay  more  attention  to  Ventilation.  The  Paving  of  Streets,  Back  Passages  and 
Yards  should  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  tenancy  of  new  houses.  With 
regard  to  existing  houses,  although  your  Sanitary  Authority  has  made  considerable 
progress,  there  are  still  many  houses  that  are  unlit  for  human  habitation;  but  the 
difficulty  arises,  that  if  one  condemns  and  closes  these  houses  there  is  nowhere  for  the 
tenants  to  go,  and  one  is  afraid  that  closure  of  one  house  simply  means  overcrowding  of 
another. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  district  is  derived  from  Bolton  and  Manchester,  from 
the  latter  of  which  you  obtain  two  separate  supplies,  viz.:  one  from  the  Thirlmere 
Pipe  at  Hul ton,  and  the  other  from  Tyldeslev;  this  latter  supply,  I regret  to  say,  has 
been  far  from  satisfactory  for  some  time,  and  indeed  at  one  time  was  considered  to 
be  dangerous;  your  Sanitary  Authority  took  prompt  action  and  together  with  the 
Tyldesle.y  Sanitary  Authority  did  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  bring  about  a better 
state  of  affairs,  but  the  supply  is  still  unsatisfactory  at  times. 

The  Milk  Supply  of  the  district  is  mostly  derives!  locally  a comparatively  small 
amount  coming  by  rail.  Samples  are  taken  at  irregular  intervals  and  submitted  for 
analysis.  The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  shops  are  visited;  and  I am  glad  to  say 
that  some  of  the  shops  whereat  other  articles,  viz.:  vegetables,  groceries,  Ac.,  are  sold 

and  which  at  one  time  supplied  milk,  have  now  ceased  that  supply;  these  shops  are, 
from  the  very  nature  of  their  surroundings,  dangerous  as  the  suppliers  of  such  an 
easily  contaminated  article  of  food  as  milk.  The  Cowsheds  arc  kept  fairly  clean,  and 
limewashed  twice  yearly;  ventilation  and  lighting  have  been  considerably  improved; 
the  cows  are  kept  more  cleanly  than  of  old,  though  many  farmers  still  refuse  to 
groom  the  cattle  before  milking.  Certain  of  the  farms  obtain  their  water  supply 
from  streams,  &c.,  which  run  through  their  land,  and  these  streams  are  constantly 
open  to  contamination  and  are  therefore  dangerous.  I am  of  the  opinion  that  all 
farms  should  be  compelled  to  use  tbe  “ town’s  water.” 

Slaughter  Houses  are  for  the  most  part  in  good  condition  and  are  kept  clean. 
They  are  visited  frequently  on  slaughtering  days  and  the  meat  inspected  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  a qualified  Meat  Inspector  (certified  by  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute);  no  unsound  meat  has  been  discovered  during  the  year.  One  Rook  Salmon 
was  seized  as  unfit  for  human  food  and  was  destroyed  ; the  salesman  was  prosecuted. 
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The  Sewage  and  Drainage  is  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  Leigh,  and  treated 
at  the  Sewage  Farms  at  Leigh.  The  sewer  below  the  Park  in  Leigh  Road  has 
been  found  to  be  insufficient  to  carry  away  the  storm  waters  and  tire  Council  have 
under  consideration  a scheme  for  enlarging  that  portion.  That  material  which  is  not  carried 
away  through  the  sewers  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  tips  and  land  and  at  the  destructor. 
There  are  still  a fair  number  of  Privy  Middens  (435),  but  conversions  into  Water 
Closets  are  annually  taking  place,  and  shortly  these  middens  will  be  amongst  the 
things  of  the  past ; during  the  year  42  privy  middens  have  been  converted  into  105 
water  closets. 

Scavenging  is  done  by  the  Sanitary  Authority’s  Workmen  in  an  efficient  manner; 
and  as  the  number  of  pails  and  small  receptacles  increase,  accumulation  near  dwelling 
houses  will  be  less,  and  removals  more  frequent.  I would  advise  the  Council  to 
require  the  more  frequent  removal  of  manure  (especially  horse  manure)  heaps.  With 
regard  to  nuisances,  there  were  14  notices  served  and  602  remedied. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  Sanitary  condition  of  your  Town  shows 
decided  improvement  year  by  year.  Amongst  other  improvements  I might  mention 
the  provision  of  Baths  at  Howe  Bridge,  erected  by  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Burrows  & Co., 
mainly  for  the  use  of  their  tenants,  but  free  to  others  on  certain  occasions.  These 
baths  ought  to  be  of  special  use  to  the  colliers  of  Howe  Bridge,  and  I hope  to  hear  that 
full  use  has  been  made  of  them. 

I would  recommend  that  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  Factories,  &c.,  be  watched 
most  carefully,  and  that  the  time  limit  of  15  minutes  in  the  hour  be  reduced. 

I beg  to  thank  the  Council  for  the  support  they  have  accorded  to  me,  and  the 
Officials  of  the  Council  for  much  assistance  received,  and  especially  those  with  whom  I am 
most  intimately  connected  in  my  work — the  Clerk,  Mr.  Garnett  ; the  Surveyor,  Mr. 
Grimshaw ; and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Kay  Jepgon. 

I am, 

Yonrs  faithfully, 

•JAMES  MARSH. 
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TABLE  C. 


Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  igog. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ATHERTON. 


Area  in  Statute  Acres — 2,269.  Population  (Census)  1901 — 16211. 

Population  (Estimated)  1909 — 18,900. 

Name  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health — James  Marsh. 


Births  registered — Male,  276;  Female,  286;  total,  562. 

Deaths  registered  (net  deaths  belonging  to  the  district)-  Male,  109;  Female,  128;  total,  237 

Birth  rate — 29  73.  Death  rate  12  53. 

Hate  of  Infant,  Deaths,  under  1 year,  to  1,000  Births  9786. 

Death  Rate  from  the  seven  principal  epidemic  diseases  per  1,006  of  population-  1*05. 

Diseases  prevalent  Scarlet,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Ac.  Period  Throughout  the  year 

What  action  taken  Isolation,  Disinfection.  Any  Schools  closed  No. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation?  For  Small-pox  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Astley.  For  other  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Astley.  Is  it  joint  or  otherwise? 
Joint,  with  Leigh,  Tyldeslev.  Golborne,  A<\  Number  of  Beds  available  for  your  District? 
For  Small-pox  -Varies;  first  cun  - first  served.  For  other  Infectious  Diseases — Varies  ; 
first  come,  first  served.  Number  of  cases  removed  from  your  District  ?-  Enteric  Fever, 
3;  Scarlet  Fever,  18;  total,  21.  Deaths  in  Hospital  of  patients  from  your  District? 
(From  what  causes?)  Typhoid,  1 ; Scarlet  Fever,  1. 

How  is  Disinfection  carried  out?  Houses  Fumigation,  Sulphur  Formalin;  Clothing, 
Bedding,  Ac.— Boiling,  Steaming,  Ac.  Apparatus  used-  Mason’s;  Where  situated— 
Gas  Works. 

Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  under  the  Notification  Act — 127.  Are  any 
Diseases  not  Specifically  mentioned  in  the  Act  notifiable  (for  instance,  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea,  Chicken  Pox,  Ac.)  ? No.  Has  any  arrangement  been 
made  for  the  “voluntary”  notification  of  Phthisis? — Yes;  to  no  purpose. 

Is  Diphtheritic  Anti-Toxin  supplied  to  Medical  Practioners  free  of  charge? — No  (has 
been,  but  dropped). 

Action  taken  under  “The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts.”  Number  of  Houses 
condemned  ? — Reported,  16;  Closed  ?— 2,  temporarily;  Demolished  ?— Nil ; Made 
habitable  ? — 2. 
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From  where  is  the  Water  Supply  obtained  ? What  is  its  condition  ? Is  it  subject  to  your 
inspection  ? — Bolton  and  Manchester  (two  sources),  not  satisfactory  from  one  Manchester 
source.  Not  at  its  source. 

Is  Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily? — Yes.  How  performed: — By  Sanitary  Authority, 
Contract,  or  Occupiers  of  Houses  ? — By  Sanitary  Authority. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of? — Tips,  Land,  Destructor.  Has  a Destructor  been  provided? 
— Yes. 

What  is  the  character  of  Drainage  and  the  form  of  Sewage  Disposal? — Joint  with  Leigh. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses? — Satisfactory;  Slaughter  Houses — Fairly  good  ; 
Has  a Public  Abattoir  been  provided? — No.  Lodging  Houses— (none). 

What  is  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  ?— Good,  many  improvements  lately. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops — Are  they  periodically  inspected  ? — Yes  ; What  is  their 
condition  ? — Not  satisfactory  altogether  ; Have  Regulations  been  made  under  the  oi'der 
of  the  L.G.B.  ? — Yes;  Are  they  enforced? — Yes;  Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet 
required  for  each  cow? — 600  cubic  feet;  Number  of  Cowkeepers  ? — 24;  Number  on 
Register  ?— 24  ; Number  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  (other  than  Cowkeepers)? 
— 8;  Number  on  Register? — 8. 

Food  unfit  for  Human  Consumption:  Amount  seized? — None. 

Department  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — Number  of  Notices  served  ? — 14  ; Nuisances  remedied  ? 
602;  Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result? — None 

Number  of  Privy  Middens? — 435;  Pail  Closets? — 10;  Fresh  Water  Closets? — 1138; 
Waste  Water  Closets  ?— 1324  ; Number  of  Privy  Middens  converted  during  1909? — 
to  W.C’s — 42  to  105  W.C.’s  ; to  Pails,  &c., — none. 

Smoke.— Number  of  observations  ?— 29  ; Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result  ? 
— One,  Order  to  abate  ; What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black 
smoke  per  hour  ?— Fifteen  minutes  in  the  hour. 

Has  the  Authority  adopted— “The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890’'? — Yes; 
“The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890”? — Yes;  “The  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment^ Act,  1907  ”? — Yes;  “The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907”? — Yes. 

Has  a Health  Visitor  been  appointed  ?— Yes,  but  resigned  and  post  not  filled  for  some 
months. 

Notable  sanitary  improvements  during  1909.— Conversions  of  Privy  Middens  to  Water 
Closets.  Erection  of  Public  Baths  at  Howe  Bridge,  by  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Burrows  & Co. 

Chief  Sanitary  requirements  of  District.— Houses.  Conversion  of  Privies  to  W.C’s.  Paving 
&c.,  of  Back  Streets  and  Passages  and  Yards.  Improved  condition  of  Water  Supply 
which  comes  through  Tyldesley. 
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TABLE  I. 


Name  of  District— ATHERTON  URBAN— (For  whole  District). 


YEAR. 


Population 
Estimated  to 
Middle 
of  each  Year 


1909 


18,1*00 


Births. 


Number 


Rate* 


Total  Deaths  Registered 
in  the  District. 


ITmler  1 Year*  of  Age 


At  all  Ages 


Number 


Rate 
per 
1000 
Births 
Regis- 
tered . 

6 


Number 


5H2  29*73  55  1*7  Sti  339 


Rate* 


Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 
Institutes 
in  the 
District. 


Deaths  of 
Non- 
Residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institut'ns 
in  the 
District. 


10 


Deaths  of 
Residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institut'ns 
beyond 
the 

District. 


11 


17-93 


19 


104 


Nett  Deaths  at 
all  Ages 
BELONGING  TO 
the  District. 


Number 


12 


237 


Rate* 


13 


12-53 


* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13,  calculated  per  1,000  of  Estimated  Population. 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  2,209. 

Total  Population  at  all  Ages  ...  ...  10,211 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  3,072 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ...  5 27 


At  Census  of  1901. 


Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  Sick  and  Inlirm  Persons  from  outside  the  District — Leigh 
Union  Workhouse. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  Sick  and  Inlirm  Persons  from  the  District-  Astley  Sanatorium. 
Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District? — Yes. 

Are  the  Deaths  of  Persons  not  belonging  to  the  District  occurring  in  the  Public  Institutions  allocated 
to  the  District  to  which  they  belong? — Yes. 
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TABLE  II. 


Name  of  District- ATHERTON  URBAN . 


YEAR. 

Whole  District. 

Population  Estimated 
to  middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births  Registered. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

Deaths  under  1 Year. 

1909... 

a. 

6. 

C. 

d. 

18,900 

562 

237 

55 
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TABLE  III. 


ATHERTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year,  1909. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Diphtheria  (ineluding 

Membranous  Croup) 
Erysipelas  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Hnterio  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever  ... 


Tota  ls 


At  all 

Agis 


l 

29 

79 

10 

•> 


127 


Cases  notified  in  whole  District. 


At  Ages  Years. 


t'nder 

I I 1 to  6 


5 to  If) 


5 to  2!) 


•jr,  to  fir> 


05  and 
upwards 


Ages  not  always  Specified. 


Total 

Cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital 


18 

3 


21 


Deaths  in 
Hospital  of 
Patients 
removed  from 
this  District. 


18 

3 


21 


Isolation  Hospital — Astlev  Sanatorium.  Total 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  he  concurrently 


Available  Beds — Varies, 
treated  Tin  ■ee. 
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TABLE  IV. 


A THERTON  URBA  N DISTRICT . 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1909. 


CAUSES  OF  DEA'l  HS. 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ” 

WHETHER  OCCURRING  IN  OR  BEYOND 
THE  DISTRICT. 

Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
Residents 
or “ Non- 
Residents  " 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

All 

Ages 

Under 
1 year 

1 and 
under 
5 

a and 
under 

15 

15  anc 
under 
25 

25  anc 
under 
05 

i 

65  anc 
up- 
wards 

Measles 

6 

2 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

o 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

i 

2 

3 

Enteric  F ever 

2 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea 

4 

4 

... 

... 

Enteritis 

2 

2 

... 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

Phthisis 

16 

1 

* 

12 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

12 

11 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

30 

7 

1 

1 

12 

9 

18 

Pneumonia  ... 

16 

1 

2 

1 

2 

5 

5 

3 

Pleurisy 

... 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  organs 

7 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Alcoholism— Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .. 

2 

Premature  Birth 

10 

10 

... 

Diseases  and  accidents  of  parturition  .. 

4 

4 

2 

Heartjdiseases 

19 

1 

1 

8 

9 

21 

Accidents 

6 

2 

i 

2 

1 

1 

Suicides 

1 

All  other  causes 

73 

20 

4 

1 

1 

25 

22 

49 

All  Causes  ... 

222 

55 

22 

7 ! 

9 

81 

48 

119 

li 


TABLE  V. 


/Vame  of  District— ATHERTON  URBAN. 
Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1909. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  HEATH. 

Under  1 Week  1 

t r. 

G 

4, 

** 

21 

C/t 

c 

CO 

ri 

3-4  Weeks 

1 Total  under  One 
Month 

1 1-2  Months 

2-3  Months 

j 3-4  Months 

| 4-5  Months 

| 5-6  Months 

i 6-7  Months 

j 7-8  Months 

j 8-9  Months 

1 9-10  Months 

| 10-11  Months 

11-12  Months 

Total 

Heaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

...  /"Certified 

All  Causes  (Unoertified  ... 

15 

1 

5 

1 

22 

*; 

• 

3 

2 

7 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

5 

55 

Common  Infectious  Diseases 
Measles  ... 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea!  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Enteritis,  M neo-enteritis, 
Gastro-enteritis 

1 

... 

1 

i 

1 

... 

2 

l 

Wasting  Diseases 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects 

Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Starvation 

Tuberculous  1 Hseases 

2 

1 

10 

5 

10 

ti 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis:  Tabes 

Meson  t erica 

1 

1 

Other  Causes — 

i 

1 

Meningitis  fnnt,  Tuberculous) 

i 

1 

3 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

PiiMiimmiin. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

i 

Other  Causes  ... 

2 

2 

4 

i 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

12 

15 

1 

5 

1 

22 

3 

3 

2 

7 

1 

•2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

5 

55 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1909,  18,900.  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  237 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Inspection 


I— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspection s made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written  Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions. 

(1) 

Factories  

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

50 

Workshops  

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

10 

None 

None 

Workplaces  

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises  included 
in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

1 

Total  

01 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Found 

Remedied 

| insufficient 

Sanitary  Accommodations  - unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

) not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

••r  

1 

Total 



1 

Only  one  Outworker,  viz.  : — Boot  and  Shoe  Repairer. 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register— 78. 

Other  New  Workshops  reported  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories — 6.  Underground  Bakehouses — none- 
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The  Urban  District  Council  of  Atherton. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Depart/aent. 


To  the  Chaimuin  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Atherton. 
Gentlemrx, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  for  your  consideration  my  Report  of  work  done  in 
the  Sanitary  Department  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1909. 

Thirty  one  samples  of  Milk  were  purchased  in  the  District,  and  submitted  for  analysis 
to  the  Public  Analyst.  Twenty-nine  of  the  samples  were  certified  as  genuine,  whilst  two 
were  stated  to  contain  the  parts  as  under: 

No.  93  3 08;  Fat. 

7 98,  Other  Solids. 

1100  : Total  Solids. 


The  Analyst  was  of  the  opinion  that  5 of  water  had  been  added  to  95‘/>  of  the 
original  milk. 

No.  90  2-58%  Fat. 

8 00%  Other  Holids. 

11-24%  Total  Holids. 


This  sample  had  been  deprived  of  part  of  its  cream. 

was  instructed  to  obtain  further  samples  from  these  vendors.  This  was  done  and 
they  were  certified  as  genuine. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  obtained  and  submitted  for  Chemical  Analysis. 

There  are  78  workshops  on  the  Register,  all  of  which  are  inspected.  The  bakehouses 
numbering  24,  are  kept  in  good  condition,  and  are  periodically  lime-washed. 

There  are  15  slaughter-houses,  two  of  them  being  registered,  and  thirteen  being  licensed 
annually.  All  of  them  are  regularly  visited  and  the  meat  examined.  They  are  kept  in 
good  order.  Notices  art1  sent  reminding  them  of  periodical  lime-washing,  which  I am 
pleased  to  say  is  always  done. 
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Smoke  observations.  Time  limit,  15  minutes  in  any  hour.  Twenty-nine  observations 
of  the  emission  of  Smoke  from  the  Chimneys  of  Mills,  Works,  &c.,  were  made.  Of  these 
10  exceeded  the  time  limit.  Notices  to  abate  were  served  on  three  firms.  In  one  case 
the  nuisance  was  not  abated,  and  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  firm.  After  an 
adjournment,  an  order  was  made  for  abatement.  A ‘ mechanical  stoker  ’ was  fixed  and 
the  nuisance  was  greatly  lessened. 


In  one  other  case  an  appliance  was  fixed,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  sufficiently  tested. 


NUMBER  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Defective 

Slopstone  Pipes  

58 

55 

W alls  behind  the  Slopstone 

38 

55 

Gullies  • 

12 

55 

Pavements  round  Gullies 

155 

55 

Rainwater  pipe  and  spout- 

ing8   

33 

)) 

Rainwater  pipe  discon- 

nected from  drain  ... 

36 

55 

Roofs 

6 

55 

Slopstone  pipes  discon- 

nected from  drain 

6 

55 

Flushing  apparatus  to 

W.C 

21 

55 

W.C.  Basins  

3 

55 

Tippler  to  W.  W.C.  ... 

3 

55 

Ashpit  Doors  

18 

55 

Pavements  in  back  yards 

6 

55 

Ventilating  shafts 

2 

Accumulation  of  Manure  

O 

Overcrowding 2 

Keeping  fowls  in  back  yards  ...  6 

Accumulations  in  back  yards  ...  8 

Dirty  and  Insanitary  19 

Water  in  Cellar 1 

Blocked  Drains  and  Gullies 68 

No  Receptacle  for  Fish  Offal  ...  2 

Nuisance  from  Chip  Potatoe  Shop  1 

Defective  House  Floors 10 

Defective  Windows  made  to  ojien..  36 

Yards  Paved  10 

Dry  Ashpails  9 

Houses  Re-drained  and  connected 

to  sewer  9 

Damp  Walls  19 


602 


One  diseased  fish  was  seized  as  being  unfit  for  human  food,  and  destroyed  on  a 
Magistrates’  order.  The  vendor  was  fined  £5  and  costs,  or  six  weeks  hard  labour. 


Conversions  of  Privy-middens 

Water  Closets 

105 

Privy-middens  abolished  ... 

42 

Ashpit  Floors  raised  and  cemented 

36 

Pails  in  lieu  of  ashpits 

22 

One  cesspool  was  abolished,  and 

drain  connected  to  Council’s 

sewer 

Number  of  Pails  cleared  ... 

9,651 

Number  of  Dry  Ashpits  cleared  ... 

4,929 

2248  loads  of  refuse  were  taken  to  the  destructor,  weighing  3379  tons.  An  increase 
over  last  year  of  363  tons. 
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There  were  also  destroyed  at  the  Destructor  : — 


Dogs 

Cats 

Pigs 

Foal 

Calf 


Number  of  Privy-middens  cleared,  1,850  ; 1, 

Cases  of  Infective  diseases  notified  : — 

Scarlet  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever 
Puerperal  F ever 
Diphtheria  ... 
Erysipelas  ... 


57 

14 

4 

1 

1 


77  and  also  42  old  mattresses. 
i2  loads  to  Farms  and  549  loads  to  Tips. 


79 

10 

2 

7 

29 


127 


Under  the  Poor  Law  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  eight  eases  have  been  notified,  two 
of  them  being  in  the  Workhouse.  These  cases  are  visit ed  and  instructions  given,  and  dis- 
infectants and  spitting  Masks  are  supplied. 

ROOMS  DISINFECTED  AFTER  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Pillows  and 

Stripped 

Rooms. 

Reds 

Clothing 

Books.  Limewashed. 

Re -papered 

Scarlet  Fever 

78 

68 

345 

3 30 

22 

Typhoid  „ 

16 

14 

57 

2 

1 

Puerperal  „ 

2 

2 

8 

The  bags  and  a 

tppliances 

Diphtheria 

7 

of  two  Midwives. 

Cancer 

1 

Phthisis  (death)  ... 

17 

5 

20 

do.  (destroyed) 

... 

3 

15  at 

owners’  request. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yonrs  faithfully, 

KAY  JEPSON,  A.R.S.I. 

(Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods.) 


16 


